ALDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Clerk: Kevin B. Money 7 Roach Vale Ardleigh Essex CO4 3YN
07810781509 - clerk@aldhamparishcouncil.gov.uk - www.aldhamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Dear Councillor
Your attendance is required at the forthcoming meeting of Aldham Parish Council to be held at the village

hall on Tuesday 6'". January 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall for the purpose of

transacting the business ONLY shown on the agenda
RB7Houey - Kevin B. Money CILCA - Clerk/RFO — 31%. December 2025

AGENDA

001/2026 Apologies for Absence

002/2026 Declaration of Members interests
To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary, Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary interest relating to items on the agenda

003/2026 To approve the minutes of the last meeting held on Tuesday 2". December 2025
004/2026 Public Open Forum (Maximum 15 minutes)
005/2026 Visitors Report (CCC Dennis Willetts / CCC Sara Naylor / ECC Lewis Barber)

006/2026 Local Government Reorganisation in Essex — Clir M. Lambert

To consider what response to make to options for local government in Essex
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-essex-southend-on-sea-
and-thurrock/proposals-for-local-government-reorganisation-in-essex-southend-on-sea-and-thurrock

007/2026 National Grid— update from Clir A. Scott
008/2026 Gallows Green Grant Application — update from Clir M. Lambert & Clir B. Brown

009/2026 Footpath and PROW update — Clir J. Jennings
- Update on closure of FP7 at Ashington Lodge

010/2026 Planning —including any Current Planning Applications requiring a response

Local Plan Review - Consultation on Preferred Options
a) Update from ClIr M. Lambert regarding discussions with neighbouring Parishes
b) To consider form and content of representations to the City Council by 14'". January (report to follow)

252553 - Oak House New Road Aldham

Proposed replacement of agricultural building with a self-build/custom build new dwelling. (In lieu of Prior
Approval for conversion of building into a dwelling 221000). To confirm the following decision of the
Planning Committee agreed by email:

This is one of several 'agricultural' buildings that form part of Ashington Lodge and was the subject of an
original Class Q Prior Notification application that was approved on the basis it was a conversion of the
existing building with minimal change. A subsequent application (223028) to replace the building with a
large new two storey house was refused on the grounds that the form, scale and design of the building was
contrary to policies protecting the countryside.

A further application for a smaller chalet style house, more appropriate was then granted permission under
(231258).

The current application seeks to revert to a very large two storey house which is both marginally larger and
higher than application that was refused.

The applicant is claiming that Government policy has lowered the requirement for building quality in the
countryside.

Nevertheless, the design and overall form of the building is suburban, rather than 'faimhouse' as
suggested. It would be out of keeping and cause demonstrable harm in this rural setting and be visible from
the PRoW that runs through the site. Nor has any evidence been submitted to demonstrate the building
'‘encompasses a broader set of measurable criteria such as functionality, inclusivity, sustainability, response
to context, integration, robustness and aesthetics', as claimed. The application is seeking to exploit the
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Class Q approval to justify an inappropriate development, which conflicts with policies to protect the
character of the area. Aldham Parish Council OBJECTS to the application and considers it should be
refused for the same reasons as the earlier application 223028

011/2026 Planning Decision/s affecting Aldham

252346 - The Cabin Rectory Road Aldham Colchester CO6 3RR

Application for variation of condition 2 following grant of planning permission 231906.
Approve Conditional

012/2026 Highways & Traffic Working Group
1) Speed Indicator Device — update from Clir T. Gearey
2) Love your Bus Grants — Clir M. Lambert

013/2026 Finance
a) To receive the Bank reconciliations as at 31", December 2025
b) To receive the comparison of Actual to Budgeted for 2025/2026
c) To approve the payment of Accounts for January 2026 and to agree a transfer of funds to meet the
Parish Council financial requirements

014/2026 2026-2027 Budget — Councillors to confirm the 2026-2027 budget and to sign the Precept
form

015/2026 To consider training opportunities available from EALC

016/2026 Information Exchange

017/2026 Items for next agenda

018/2026 To confirm date and time of next meetings. Tuesday 3". February 2026 at 7.30pm

019/2026 To note 2026 meeting dates: 03.03: 07.04: 05.05: 02.06: 07.07: 01.09: 06.10: 03.11:
01.12.26

020/2026 Closure of the Meeting - To close the meeting having considered and determined all items
of business
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ALDHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Clerk: Kevin B. Money 7 Roach Vale Ardleigh Essex CO4 3YN
07810781509 - clerk@aldhamparishcouncil.gov.uk - www.aldhamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of Aldham Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 2". December 2025 at 7.30pm in Action
the Village Hall at Aldham

Present: Clirs M. Lambert (Chair), A. Scott (Vice-Chair), B. Brown, A. D’Angibau, T. Gearey,

R. Walker and Kevin B. Money (Parish Clerk). There were also present 11 members of the public.

202/2025 Apologies for Absence were received from CCC S. Naylor, CCC D. Willetts and
Clir J. Jennings

203/2025 Declaration of Members interests
To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary, Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary interest relating to items on the
agenda Clir A. Scott declared an interest in item 211/2025

204/2025 To approve the minutes of the last meeting held on Tuesday 4. November 2025
All Agreed

205/2025 Public Open Forum (Maximum 15 minutes)

a) David Thompson, as the new owner, made a brief address to the Parish Council and residents
about his plans for Mill Race as it has generated a lot of interest locally.
A mini rural industrial estate on an 8 acre site with local shops, hairdressers etc. is proposed, but
interested in what residents like to see on the site. The Chair then opened up the session to
Councillors and residents for any questions. There may be some houses and new units with additional
floor space on the site. Agreed that the footpath along the river requires attention and could be made
safer and more attractive.
The Chair invited David Thompson to attend another Parish Council meeting once sample plans have
been sought and before any planning application/s are submitted.

A resident spoke about difficulty in submitting any objections to National Grid.
There are about 3200 rejections submitted to NG so far.

206/2025 Visitors Report (CCC Dennis Willetts / CCC Sara Naylor / ECC Lewis Barber)
CCC Sara Naylor sent a report, prior to the meeting. It read

e The consultation into the Draft Local Plan began last week (26™. November) and will conclude
on 14" January. | encourage residents to contact me directly with their views as well as submitting
them directly to the council - my email address at Colchester is: sara.naylor@colchester.qgov.uk

o ltis important for residents to know that the Local Plan Committee members, who are
councillors, refused to agree and approve the content of the proposed draft Local Plan at its meeting
on 10", November 2025. The committee instead acknowledged the draft Local Plan exists and agreed
that it is right that the public now have their say. To be clear Lexden and Braiswick ward
Councillors have not approved the draft Local Plan. We believe this is a very important point and is
exceptional for this stage of reviewing a Local Plan.

» | think that the proposed plan does not adequately address vital infrastructure needed and it is
totally unreasonable of Government to require Colchester to build 20,800 new dwellings in the next 15
years, with the vast bulk being disproportionately earmarked for the villages that ring the city.

e The consultation hub and ways of commenting are too complex in my view so here are some
tips:

o Colchester City Council web-page for the Local Plan public consultation
https://www.colchester.gov.uk/local-plan/local-plan-review/
o To respond to the consultation, residents should scroll down to the set of three grey
boxes, and click the middle box which will open a digital consultation portal.
o This is the link to a step-by-step guide to making a comment
https://colchester.oc2.uk/instructions
o Importantly, the deadline for responses to the consultation is 5pm on 14™. January 2026.
» | would encourage residents to comment 1) generally about their view of the proposals and
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they may wish to comment on infrastructure such as hospital beds, road capacity, schools, sewage
and loss of countryside/green space and, importantly, 2) how specific proposals for particular sites
may affect their property and them directly and the community that they live in plus any other directly
relevant impacts from specific proposals in the CCC area including impact on transport and road
capacity, eg Halstead Road and lanes connecting through to Mark's Tey.

e | am available and would welcome invitations to come to any public meetings or events that
the PC may be organising, where possible and considering other PCs will be conducting their own
events and engagement opportunities.

e There are a range of consultation events provided by Colchester City Council. There are three
in-person events info sessions at Colchester Town Hall:

o Wednesday 10". December — 4pm to 7pm
o Saturday 13™". December — 10am to 2pm
o Monday 15". December — 10am to 2pm

207/2025 Local Government Reorganisation in Essex - Clir M. Lambert
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-essex-southend-on-
sea-and-thurrock/proposals-for-local-government-reorganisation-in-essex-southend-on-sea-and-
thurrock

Agreed that the Parish should express a view/preference and will consider at January meeting.

208/2025 National Grid— update from Clir A. Scott

Good publicity at the Autumn Fayre, thanks to Penny Lang.

The Parish Council has submitted its representation. The planning inspectorate will be holding a
preliminary meeting and publishing preliminary views. A link will be circulated after this meeting has
taken place at end of December 2025 which will give access to the issues for further consideration..
Further written submissions can still be accepted by NG from those who registered by the deadline.

209/2025 Gallows Green Grant Application — update from Clir M. Lambert & Clir B. Brown
Further to successful meeting with Andrew Hull he has made contact with Farming & Wildlife Advisory
Group (FWAG) who it is hoped will be undertaking an inspection in the near future to ascertain
eligibility for funding.

210/2025 Footpath and PROW update — Clir J. Jennings Nothing more reported

211/2025 Planning - including any Current Planning Applications requiring a response
No applications have been submitted

. Local Plan Review - Consultation on Preferred Options
The City Council has now published its Preferred Options as part of the Local Plan Review which
covers the period up to 2040. The Plan makes provision for 20,000 new homes during this period,
including 11,000 new sites spread across both the urban areas and surrounding villages.
The six parishes west of the City will accommodate 3600 new homes broken down as follows:
Aldham 15: Chappel & Wakes Colne 235: Copford 300: Eight Ash Green 430
Gt Tey 125: Marks Tey 2500
This would more than double the number of existing homes in the six parishes, which at present total
about 3300 homes.
The site for 250 new homes and shown as Eight Ash Green, north of Halstead Road and opposite
Bullbanks Farm, is within Aldham Parish and is subject to an outline application, to which the Parish
has made representations. Furthermore, more than half of the site at Marks Tey, north of the A120, for
1000 new homes, is also within the Parish of Aldham.
The Local Plan Committee twice refused to agree to the consultation proceeding due to a lack of detail
about what infrastructure would be required to support this level of development, including the impact
of not funding any improvements to the A12 and A120. This has now been the subject of further
reports but there is still a shortfall in funding of over £800m and the traffic modelling requires a very
significant ‘modal shift’ ie. at least 20% of current car journeys being under taken by bus, cycle or on
foot to avoid significant congestion in and around the City.
The Preferred Options were agreed for consultation starting at the end of November with a closing
date of 14th. January.
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The proposed plans for Aldham, Eight Ash Green and Marks Tey are attached and the other plans are
available on the link below:
https://colchester.cmis.uk.com/colchester/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAiStUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=
qlcb3D8zb5%2bX9r%2f8AFqO7ZDGAN8Xx3G3WCaamOgyaSQOt5¢cL.%2bPDUzrA%3d%3d&rUzwRPf
%2bZ3zd4E71kn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwREBAGJFLDNIh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5|N
RG4idQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFiXsDGWIIXnlg%3d%3d=hFfludN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40
DXFvdEW%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdiMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&F
gPIEJY10tS%2bY GoBi50lA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA %3d&d9Qji0ag1Pd993ijsyOJgFvmyB7X0CSQK=
ctNJFf55vVA % 3d&WGewmoAfeNRIxqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA %3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16
B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3 and on the Parish Web site.

Agreed to consider draft representations at the January meeting

212/2025 Planning Decision/s affecting Aldham No planning decisions have been made

213/2025 Highways & Traffic Working Group

1) Speed Indicator Device — update from Clir T. Gearey
Clir T. Gearey the SID at Ford Street is working well but due to weather conditions he was not able to
retrieve the data

2) SID device — upgrading to solar panel power — the Clerk
Agreed not to accept higher cost for solar conversion and to have the device returned without having
the conversion and continue with rechargeable batteries

3) Love your Bus Grants — Clir M. Lambert
Clir M. Lambert attended an open day session with bus operators. Contact was made with the 2
operators to improve the early morning bus timetable. Konnect bus service agreed to look at
supporting an application for a grant and suggested contacting Stanway PC.

214/2025 Finance
a) To receive the Bank reconciliations as at 30™. November 2025
Councillors noted the Bank reconciliations as at 30"". November 2025
b) To receive the comparison of Actual to Budgeted for 2025/2026
Councillors noted the comparison of Actual to Budgeted for 2025/2026
c) To approve the payment of Accounts for December 2025 and to agree a transfer of funds to
meet the Parish Council financial requirements All Agreed

215/2025 2026-2027 Budget — Councillors to discuss the 2026-2027 budget
Councillors discussed the 2026-2027 budget

216/2025 To consider training opportunities available from EALC
All training courses have been circulated

217/2025 Information Exchange
CALC meeting tomorrow evening (03.12.25) which Clir M. Lambert will attend
Clir M. Lambert will attend Local Llan Briefing

218/2025 Items for next agenda: Local Government Reorganisation, Local Plan, Budget 26/27
219/2025 To confirm date and time of next meetings. Tuesday 6". January 2026 at 7.30pm

220/2025 To note 2026 meeting dates:
03.02: 03.03: 07.04: 05.05: 02.06: 07.07: 01.09: 06.10: 03.11: 01.12.26

221/2025 Closure of the Meeting - To close the meeting having considered and determined all
items of business

The Chair then closed the meeting at 8.40pm and thanked everyone for attending

Signed 6. January 2026
Mike Lambert — Chair
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BANK RECONCILITION

Financial year ending 31.03.26

|

Bank Balance as at

30.04.25 31.05.25

30.06.25 31.07.25

Unity Trust Bank Current a/c
Unity Trust Bank Savings a/c

£ 10,277.00 £ 10,196.38

£ 3,057.30 | £ 1,266.11

|£ 8,000.00 £ 8,000.00

£14,000.00 £ 14,056.23

Total:

£ 18,277.00 £ 18,196.38

£17,057.30 £15,322.34

Less Unpresented cheques

Total of unpresented cheques £ - £ - £ - |£ -
Net Bank Balances as at £ 18,277.00 £ 18,196.38 | £17,057.30 £15,322.34
Balance as at 01.04.25 £ 10,883.60 £ 10,883.60  £10,883.60 £ 10,883.60
Plus Receipts £ 8,829.00 £ 10,445.83 | £10,445.83 £10,502.06
Total £ 19,712.60 £ 21,329.43 | £21,329.43 £ 21,385.66
Less Payments £ 143560 £ 3,133.05 | £ 427213 £ 6,063.32
Grand Total £ 18,277.00 £ 18,196.38 | £17,057.30 £ 15,322.34
Difference £ - |-£ 0.00 | £ - | £ -
Bank Balance as at 31.08.25 | 30.09.25 30.10.25 30.11.25
Unity Trust Bank Current a/c £ 163499 £ 960699 | £ 105749 £ 505.09
Unity Trust Bank Savings a/c £ 12,806.23 £ 12,883.40 | £16,383.40 £ 16,383.40

Total: £ 14,441.22 £ 22,490.39 | £17,440.89 £ 16,888.49
Less Unpresented cheques 3
Total of unpresented cheques £ - £ - £ - £ -

|

Net Bank Balances as at £ 14,441.22 £ 22,490.39 | £17,440.89 £ 16,888.49
CASH BOOK | |
Balance as at 01.04.25 £ 10,88360 £ 10,883.60 | £10,883.60 £10,883.60
Plus Receipts £ 10,502.06 £ 19,408.23 | £19,408.23 £19,408.23
Total £ 21,385.66 £ 30,291.83 | £30,291.83 £ 30,291.83
Less Payments £ 694444 £ 7,801.44 | £12,850.94 £13,403.34
Grand Total £ 14441.22 £ 22,490.39 | £17,440.89 £ 16,888.49
Difference -£ 0.00 -£ 0.00 | £ - £ 0.00
Bank Balance as at 31.12.25 | 31.01.26 28.02.26 = 31.03.26
Unity Trust Bank Current a/c £ 455.18 ; ;
Unity Trust Bank Savings a/c £ 15,973.54 | :

Total: £ 16,428.72 i
Less Unpresented cheques |
Total of unpresented cheques £ -
Net Bank Balances as at £ 16,428.72
CASH BOOK
Balance as at 01.04.25 £ 10,883.60 |
Plus Receipts £ 19,498.37
Total £ 30,381.97
Less Payments £ 13,953.25 |
Grand Total £ 1642872
Difference £ -




01/01/2026, 10:23

Unity Trust Bank Online

' Date Description Paid in Paid out Balance
31/12/25 Service Charge \ -6.00 455.18
03/12/25 B/P to: Kevin B. Money « CLERK PAYMENT A\ -507.40  461.18
03/12/25 B/P to: Aldham VH « INV. 095/2025 \ -16.00 968.58
03/12/25 B/P to: Colchester CC « INV. 20220994 \ -14.51 984.58
30/11/25 Service Charge \ -6.00 999.09
27/11/25 Transfer from 20505569 500.00 1,005.09
05/11/25 B/P to: Kevin B. Money « CLERK PAYMENT -507.40  505.09
05/11/25 B/P to: Aldham VH « INV. 079/2025 -20.00 1,012.49
05/11/25 B/P to: RBL « REF: EDB16 -25.00 1,032.49
31/10/25 Service Charge -6.00 1,057.49
08/10/25 B/P to: Kevin B. Money « CLERK PAYMENT -507.40 1,063.49
08/10/25 B/P to: Zurich Municipal « REF: 92384972 -300.00 1,570.89
08/10/25 B/P to: VCS Websites Ltd « INV. 1462 -183.00 1,870.89
08/10/25 B/P to: Landscape Services « INV. 3126 -303.60 2,053.89
08/10/25 B/P to: Aldham VH « INV. 068/2025 -12.00 2,357.49
08/10/25 B/P to: Colchester CC « INV. 20218739 -17.50 2,369.49
08/10/25 B/P to: CJWynn « INV. 2407 -720.00 2,386.99
08/10/25 B/P to: Richard Buxton « A/C PEA3/2 -3,000.00 3,106.99
07/10/25 Transfer from 20505569 1,000.00 6,106.99
07/10/25 Transfer from 20505569 2,500.00 5,106.99

https://online.unity.co.uk/account/608301/20505556/transactions
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01/01/2026, 10:23

Unity Trust Bank Online

Transactions v
Balances are correct as of 10:23 on 01 Jan 2026.

' Date Description Paid in  Paid out Balance

31/12/25 Credit Interest \ 90.14 15,973.54

27/11/25 Transfer to 20505556 -500.00 15,883.40

07/10/25 Transfer to 20505556 -1,000.00 16,383.40

07/10/25 Transfer to 20505556 -2,500.00 17,383.40

https://online.unity.co.uk/account/608301/20505569/transactions
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APC ACTUAL AGAINST BUDGET REPORT 2025/2026

Total
Income / Left in
Agreed | spendto |Budget as at
2025/26 Jan '26 Jan '26
Income |Precept 16742 | £16,742.00
Other Income / Grant 916 £ 916.00
Wayleave 0 3 -
Bank Interest 0 £ 223.54
VAT Refund 0 £ 1,616.83
TOTAL 17658 | £ 19,498.37
Exp.
Salary 5609 | £ 4749.00 £ 860.00
Home / Office allowance 300 £ 20000 '€ 50.00
Grounds maintenance 4000 £ 2,783.00 £ 1,217.00
Playing Field Inspection 100 £ - £ 100.00 |
Street Lighting 120 = 65.67 | £ 64.33
Fees & Subscription 275 £ 22375 | £ 51.25
Stationery 80 £ 50.52 | £ 29.48
Insurance 330 £ 300.00 | £ 30.00
Village Hall Hire 250 £ 16400 | £ 86.00
Audit Fees 127 £ 11000 | £ 17.00
Courses, Books & Travelling 400 £ - £  400.00
Poppy Wreath 25 £ 2500 £ -
Grapevine Magazine 420 £ - £  420.00
Donations Other 150 £ - £ 150.00
Fete or Events 500 £ 16359 | £ 336.41
Defibrillator 200 £ - £ 200.00
Tree Surgery & maintenance 500 £ 600.00 |-£ 100.00
Miscellaneous 750 £ 19.99 | £ 730.01
Speed Gun 100 £ - £ 100.00
Website 500 £ 416.00 | £ 84.00
Clerk expenses 50 £ - £ 50.00
_|Contingency 1250 | £ - £ 1,250.00
Playing Field Rent 300 £ 300.00 | £ -
Bank Charges 72 5 54.00 £ 18.00
Speed Indicator Device 1250 |£ 500.00 £  750.00
Pylons 0 £ 2,500.00 [-£ 2,500.00
TOTAL 17658 | £13,264.52 £ 4,393.48
Qutstanding VAT Claim £ 1,212.13
Total Expenditure £ 14,476.65




/APC FINANCE JANUARY 2026

'Income: Interest £90.14p:

Expenditure APC
Chq Ref.
No. | Inv. No. Payee Cost VAT Total No.
rFRE Unity Trust Bank - Service Charge £ 6.00 £ - 2 6.00 52
BACS Jan'26 |Kevin B. Money - Salary £ 50740 £ - £ 50740 53
BACS 109/2025 |Aldham Village Hall - Meeting cost £ 16.00 £ - £ 16.00| 54
‘ TOTAL:| £ 52940 £ - £ 529.40

Denotes already paid




